Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 15, 2019

Faith Formation
First day next Sunday, September 22.

Registration in class.

Needed! Catechists
If you can give an hour on Sunday, both
parishes are in need of volunteers to help with
this year’s Faith Formation programs. Please
contact Katherine at 437.7474 or katherine
gielskieelive.com if interested or would like de-
tails on how you can assist.

Looking for
items you want to donate for the Fall Penny
Social at S. John when doing your Fall cleaning.
Items may be dropped off Monday thru Friday
between 10 am and 4 pm. Call Jim O’Dell at the
office, ext. 203, to let him know when you will
be in and if you would like help unloading.

Virtus Training
A Virtus training will be held this Wednesday,
September 18, at 7 pm at St Peter for anyone in
our parishes who is or is interested in working
with our youth in the Faith Formation program.

WALTON ITALIAN DAY PICNIC
Come picnic this Sunday, September 15, at 12
pm at the Club Royal on Delaware Street.
Please bring a dish to pass & a memory to share.

Walk to Fight Suicide September 28

Be part of the Out of the Darkness Walk, which
will take place at SUNY Delhi at 12 pm (check-
infregistration, 11 am). Help reduce the suicide
rate by walking to help raise funds for research,
educational programs, advocate for public
policy, and support survivors of suicide loss. For
more information and to register: afsp.org/
DELAWARECOUNTY.

Catholic University Collection 9/22
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The Catholic University of America is the
national University of the Catholic Church in the
US located in Washington, D.C. It provides an
academically rigorous education guided by the
Catholic intellectual tradition to nearly 7,000
students every year. Over 4,000 students
directly receive scholarship aid from this
Collection, including many from our Diocese.

The Catholic University of America serves the
Church through excellence in teaching and
research, trains the leaders of the Church, and
provides support to our Bishops in meeting the
needs of our ever changing Catholic population.

Community Harvest Dinner Sunday
Gather around the table on the 15" from 4 to 7
pm on Church Street, Delhi to enjoy a commun-
ity harvest dinner with live music - - one giant
table with a place for everyone! Bring your own
food to share, drink, and table setting.

Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat

Hurting from abortion?  Experience the
healing love of Jesus Christ on a Rachel’s Vine-
yard weekend retreat September 27-29 at
Joshua House in Altamont. The weekend will
combine discussions, spiritual exercises, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, A Memorial
Service, and a Mass of Entrustment.

Participation is strictly confidential and offers
a beautiful opportunity to experience God’s
love, forgiveness, and compassion. Cost: °160.
Some financial assistance is available. For
more information or to register: Pat Mousa,
518.222.1160 or Denise Freeman, 607.353.0039,
or email: rachelsvineyardalbanygyahoo.com.
For a complete listing of retreat dates and
locations: 877.HOPE-4-ME or visit Rachel’s Vine-
yard website: www.rachelsvineyard.org.

/J‘g St. John coffee hour next Sunday.

An Appeal from the Appeal Office

Snowbirds: Before flying south, please contact
our Appeal Office with your winter address at
518.453.6680. Their office gets inundated with
returned Bishop’s Appeal billing statements
and tax receipts for those who are away.

Parenting Pointers  Susan Vogt
The Prodigal Son story is about self-indulgence,
fraternal jealousy, and forgiveness - - all typical
family dynamics. No matter the faults in your
own family, remember to forgive. It doesn't
mean reparation is never needed, but let
forgiveness be the foundation.

Walton Walk for Hunger

Attention: The Walton Churches are spon-
soring an event Called "Walton Walk for Hun-
ger." This event raises money that stays local
and supports programs such as The Walton Food
Bank, the Walton school back-pack programs,
and the Community Meals. We would like as
many people from our three churches to walk as
possible. Individuals and groups are all welcome!

The walk takes place on Sunday, September 29.
It starts at 2 pm and ends at 3:30 with food and
prizes. Itis a great community event. Participants
are asked to find sponsors that will donate
money toward the walk. If you are interested in
walking, please call Brigid at 607.434.5874 to get
an envelope to track your sponsors.

Family Perspective  Bud Ozar
Parents are like that shepherd in the Gospel
for they don’t give up and can’t rest if one of
their children has wandered away. A parent’s
persistent love provides a glimpse of the un-
conditional love for each of by God, our
Father. A parentis a window to the Divine.

Unforgiveness

In the Parable of the Prodigal Son, a consider-
ation is that the older brother serves as a warning
against self-righteousness rooted in pride. He is
understandably offended by the pain the younger
brother’s selfish and irresponsible behavior inflicted
on their father, but he is consumed by anger when
he sees his sibling being welcomed with love in-
stead of being condemned.

The older brother's pride highlights the disparity
between his own virtue and his brother’s vices. Yet
this same pride blinds him to the hardness of his
own heart. The love and forgiveness he is withhold-
ing from his brother causes his father as much pain
as did his brother’s reckless living.

Christ never shunned the sinner. He dined with
them -- He embraced them -- He forgave them -- He
loved them.... He expects the same of us. When
He taught His disciples to pray, He instructed them
to forgive those who sin against them (we all too
often point our fingers in judgment and demand
retribution) just as they ask the Father to forgive
their own sins. But forgiveness is hard -- it requires
both grace and humility. If we truly believe that no
one is beyond redemption, then who are we to
refuse our brother the opportunity for reconciliation?

Jesus shows us what happens to those who
refuse to forgive. The image of a banquet is often
used as a metaphor for Heaven. When we see the
older brother, he is outside the banquet. The father
reaches out to him and pleads for him to enter and
join the celebration. He refuses. He is excluded
from the banquet, not by the father, but by his own
unwillingness to find joy in his brother's redemp-
tion. We must also serve as a conduit of mercy by
joyfully welcoming the repentance of sinners and
freely offering love and forgiveness to all those
willing to accept it. CatholicStand.com

Dominican Retreat Center  518.393.4169

Oct. 11-13: Women’s Retreat--Women Concern-
ed with Alcoholism~ Harmony & Our 10" Step.

$205(65: $190)
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