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Open to me the gates of holiness: 

I will enter and give thanks. 

This is the Lord's own gate 

where the just may enter. 

I will thank You for You have 

answered and You are my savior. 

                                                  Psalm 118: 
 

 

Dominican Retreat Virtual Presentations 
 

Via Zoom:  How Many Losses Have You Had 
Since March 2020?  Since the pandemic hit our 
area, we have all had to cope with a drastic 
change in our lives.  One day we were stuck in 
our “normal”; the next day there was no 
“normal”.  Houses became schools, offices, 
gyms and a place of refuge and safety.  Some 
people have lost a loved one; we have all lost 
our sense of security and have to adapt to a 
new way of being.  Where has God been in all 
of this? Take time to sit and reflect and pray 
about our losses and what God may be saying 
to us at this time.   Presenter:  Rev. Thomas Konopka 
Wednesday, July 29 @7 - 8 pm.  Cost : $10  
 

Zoom 12 Step Afternoon: ά!ƴƎŜǊΣ CƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ 
and Reconciliation.έ  As we go through life, we 
have all experienced times when we have been 
recipients of hurtful behavior and have been 
angry.  While this is true of just about 
everyone, it is certainly true of those who grew 
up in a family where substance abuse was 
present. In order to bring healing to ourselves 
and to others with whom we are in 
relationship, we must work through the often 
difficult process of identifying and letting go of 
our anger in order to work towards forgiveness 
and reconciliation.   Presenter:  Rev. Sally Heiligman 
Sunday, August 2 @1:30 - 3:30 pm.  Cost: $15 
To make a reservation, email us at dslcny@ 
nybiz.rr.com. 
 

                   Fifteenth Sunday   Bishop Robert Barron 

 

   In the marvelous and inexhaustibly rich para-

ble of the sower, we hear that some of the seed 

fell upon rocky ground and grew at once but 

soon withered because of lack of roots.  Jesus 

explicitly tells us what this means.  Some-times 

people hear the Word of God and receive it with 

joy, even enthusiasm, but because they do not 

allow that Word to sink deep down into their 

hearts, their faith fades quickly enough. 

   Almost everyone goes through a "religious 

phase," a time when they find God and the things 

of God fascinating.  But frequently, they do not 

cultivate this interest, grounding it in practice, 

prayer, and daily devotion.  Those are precisely 

the means by which the Word grounds itself in us. 

   But the difficulty is that these actions are not 

particularly glamorous.  To pray every day, wheth- 

er one feels like it or not; to care for the sick, even 

when they are fussy and ungrateful; to attend 

Mass every Sunday, even when the priests give 

mediocre homilies and the choir needs a lot of 

work - - this is how we sink deep and abiding roots.            
 

Parenting Pointers     Susan Vogt 
 

   Sometimes parents' words fall on children as 
if they were deaf and blind. "Clean up your 
room." "Don't fight with your sister." "I need help."  
"Huh?" This is a challenge to a parent's crea-
tivity in phrasing the ask or imposing a natural 
consequence for non-compliance. 

 

MagnifiKid $5 Offer 
 Give a gift to your child, grandchild, niece, nephew, 
godchild, etc. you want to help draw closer to Jesus 

and the Church for $5 for 3 months.  Help them 
learn to pray and follow Mass. They will receive a 

monthly packet: 16-page missalette for Sundays & 

feasts, readings & prayers, explores important 
elements of our faith, saints, comics, games, etc.   

Hurry! Offer ends July 31 at Magnificat.com. 

The Word's Return   Dr. Scott Hahn 
   The readings again ÁÓË ÕÓ ÔÏ ÍÅÄÉÔÁÔÅ ÏÎ )ÓÒÁÅÌȭÓ 
ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ and our own. Why do some 
hear the word of the kingdom, yet fail to accept it as a 
call to conversion and faith in Jesus? That question 
underlies the Gospel, especially.   
   As last week we again see ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍȭÓ ÍÙÓ-
teries are unfolded to those who open their hearts, 
making of them a rich soil in which the Word can grow 
and bear fruit.  The first fruit of the Word is the Spirit of 
love and adoption poured into our hearts in Baptism, 
making us children of God.  In this, we are made a 
ȰÎÅ× ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎȱ (2 Cor 5:17), the first fruits of a new 
heaven and a new earth.  In the Eucharist, the Word 
gives Himself to us as bread to eat. He does so that we 
might be made fertile, yielding fruits of holiness. 
  3ÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÈÕÍÁÎÓ ÒÅÊÅÃÔÅÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄȟ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ 
has been enslaved to futility, bÕÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ 
go forth only to return to Him void, as we hear in the 
First Reading.  His Word awaits our response. We must 
show ourselves to be children of that Word. We must 
ÁÌÌÏ× ÔÈÁÔ 7ÏÒÄ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈ 'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȢ 
As Jesus warns today, we must take care lest the devil 
steal it away or lest it be choked by worldly concerns.   
   We await the crowning of the year, the great harvest 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ Day (2 Peter 3:10; Revelation 1:10) when His Word 
will have achieved the end for which it was sent.   
 

An Apostle is .... 
one who is sent.  It is not he who speaks, but Christ in 
him.  In his first Corinthian epistle Paul distinguishes 
nicely between the instructions of "the Lord" and 
what he, Paul has to say.  The Lord's words are 
commands; his own, suggestions.   
   The Apostle is filled with Christ, saturated with 
thought of Christ; the Lord, whom he represents, is 
the substance of his life.  What he teaches is not what 
he has learned from personal "experience" or 
"revelation;" it is God's Word, uttered upon God's 
command:  "Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations ... teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you."  Mt 28:19-20   To this end alone has the 
Apostle been called, and his very limitations seem an 
added protection to the truth he bears.  
                                       Msgr. Romano Guardini 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

  The stress and anxieties of family life, especially 
now with the drastic change in our daily lives, are 
like "thorns which choke off" any opportunity to reflect 
on God's presence in our lives.  Notice in the Gospel 
Jesus "left the house" so He could connect with His 
Father.  Grasp five minutes daily to appreciate God 
walking with you. 

 

  Marriage Moments       Susan Vogt 

   As we humans continue to groan about Covid-19, 
we wait. We wait for a vaccine, for return to 
normal, or even an improvement on the normalcy 
of the past. We groan, and we pray that our labor 
pains may bring to birth a better world. 
 

Mary, Mother of Vocations  
   When Mary told the angel at the Annunciation, òBehold, I 

am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be done to me according 

to your word,ó she became the patroness of every priest and 

religious until the end of time. Her acceptance of God's 

invitation to becom e His Mother made her the Mother of all 

vocations to the priesthood and religious life.   When she 

conceived Jesus Christ, she brought into the world the one 

from whom every vocation is derived. Except for Him, no one 

would be called, and except for His cal l, no one could respond.   

Mary is, therefore, Mother of Vocations because she is the 

Mother of the Great High Priest who calls others to share in His 

priesthood.   

   Mary is Mother of Vocations also by her example. It is by 

imitating her practice of faith,  hope, and charity that men and 

women are inspired to give themselves to her Son in the 

priesthood or the lifetime practice of the counsels. Only 

believers have a vocation, those who trust implicitly in God's 

promises, and above all only those who love God  in others 

deeply are preserved in priestly or religious commitment.  

   Finally, Mary is the Mother of Vocations by her heavenly 

intercession at the Throne of God. It is through her maternal 

prayers that Christ gives certain people the grace to give 

themselves entirely to His Service. She also tells them, as she 

told the servants at Cana, to be sure to do whatever He tells 

you.  Mary, Mother of Vocations, pray for us,ó should be our 

daily invocation.                        Fr. John Hardon, SJ 
 


