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We triumph over all these things 

through Him who loved us. 

                                        Romans 8:37 
 

Graces of the Assumption 

   The Solemnity of the Assumption in body 
and soul of Mary into heaven at the heart of 
the sum- mer season reminds us of what our 
true and ultimate dwelling place is:  heaven.  
As the Letter to the Hebrews says:  Here we 
have no lasting city, but we seek the city 
which is to come.  13:14  In the mystery which 
we contemplate we find clearly revealed the 
destiny of every human creature:  the victory 
over death, to live forever with God.  Mary is 
the perfect woman in whom even now the 
divine plan is fulfilled, as a pledge of our 
resurrection.  She is the first fruit of divine 
mercy since she was the first to share in the 
divine covenant sealed and fully realized in 
Christ who died and rose for us. 
   Blessed is she who believed in the 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the 
Lord.  Luke 1:45  These words well describe Mary 
, the Virgin of the Fiat, who with her total 
availability opened the doors to the Savior 
of the world.  Great and heroic was the 
obedience of her faith; it was through this 
faith that Mary was perfectly united to 
Christ, in death and glory.  Looking to her 
strengthens our faith in what we await, and 
at the same time, we understand better the 
meaning and value of our earthly pilgrimage. 
  Dear brothers and sisters, however dark the 
shadows that sometimes gather on the 
horizon and however incomprehensible 
certain events may appear to be in human 
history, we must never lose trust and peace.  
The Feast of the Assumption invites us to 
entrust ourselves to Mary assumed into 
heaven who, like a shining star from heaven, 
directs our daily journey on earth. St John Paul II 

 

      Food in Due Season      
   In Jesus and the Church, Isaiah’s promises in the First 
Reading are fulfilled.  All who are thirsty come to the 
living waters of Baptism (John 4:14). The hungry delight in 
rich fare given bread to eat and wine to drink at the 
Eucharistic table. 
   This is the point, too, of the Gospel.  The story of 
Jesus’ feeding of the 5,000 brims with allusions to the 
Old Testament. Jesus is portrayed as a David-like shep-
herd who leads His flock to lie down on green grass as 
He spreads the table of the Messiah’s banquet before 
them.  Jesus is shown as a new Moses, who likewise 
feeds vast crowds in a deserted place. Finally, Jesus is 
shown doing what the prophet Elisha did - - satisfying 
the hunger of the crowd with a few loaves and having 
some left over (2 Kings 4:42–44). 
   Matthew also wants us to see the feeding of the 
5,000 as a sign of the Eucharist. Notice that Jesus 
performs the same actions in the same sequence as at 
the Last Supper: He takes bread, says a blessing, 
breaks it, and gives it .  Jesus instructed His Apostles to 
celebrate the Eucharist in memory of Him (the ministry 
of the Twelve is subtly stressed in today’s account). 
Before He performs the miracle, Jesus instructs the 
Twelve to give the crowd “some food yourselves.” 
Indeed, the Apostles themselves distribute the bread 
blessed by Jesus (Mt 15:36), and the leftovers are enough 
to fill precisely 12 baskets—corresponding to each of 
the Apostles, the pillars of the Church (Gal 2:9; Rev 21:14).   
God gives us food in due season, opens His hands and 
satisfies the desires of every living thing. Paul reminds 
us that nothing can separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus.  Let our prayer be for an understanding 
heart, one that desires only to do His will.    Dr. Scott Hahn 

 

Marriage Moments     Susan Vogt 
   Solomon asked the Lord for an "understanding 

heart" (1 Kings 3:9) not a long life or riches. 

Marriage comes with plenty of occasions to 

complain and be irritated. Think of one criticism 

you have of your beloved. Imagine how an 
understanding heart would handle that criticism. 

A Book from Pope Francis 
   άBesides the immediate considerations of trying to 
stay healthy, to mourn the dead and protect others, 
the coronavirus pandemic should be prompting 
Christians to reflect on their faith,έ Pope Francis 
wrote.  ά¢ƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ǇƻǎŜǎ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ 
about happiness in our lives and about the treasure of 
ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦŀƛǘƘΣέ he wrote in the preface to a short 
book of initial theological reflections prompted by 
COVID-19 and its global impact. 
   The book, ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ IƻǇŜ,έ was curated by 
Cardinal Walter Kasper and Pallottine Fr. George 
Augustin and was published in late July by the Vatican 
publishing house. In addition to the preface by Pope 
Francis and essays by Cardinal Kasper and Fr. 
Augustin, the book includes essays by:  US Paulist Fr. 
Mark-David Janus, who was struck by the virus; the 
Czech theologian Fr. Tomas Halik; Swiss Cardinal Kurt 
Koch, and Archbishop Bruno Forte of Chieti-Vasto, 
Italy. 
   ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀƴ ŀƭŀǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ŀ 
reflection on where we sink the deepest roots that 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǘƻǊƳΣέ the pope wrote. άLǘ 
reminds us that we have forgotten and neglected 
some of the important things in life and makes us 
reflect on what is truly important and necessary and 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƭŜǎǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻǊ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎƻΦέ  While 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴ ǿŀǎ άŀ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 
ŜǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘƛŎ ŦŀǎǘƛƴƎέ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎΣ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ 
them that Christ is present, as he promised, where 
two or three gather in his name, the pope said, and as 
the pandemic continues, he said, Christians should 
ǘǳǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ άƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŀƛƳΣέ 
and should listen more carefully to the cry of the poor 
and of the earth.  Theological reflection on the pan-
demic and the experience of the past months, he 
ǿǊƻǘŜΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ άƴŜǿ ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ 
ǎƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅΦέ       Cindy Wooden ~ OSV 
 
 

    Parenting Pointers     Susan Vogt 
 

   No parent is perfect, but I bet you keep trying to 
be a good parent. Ask your child what they think 

is the hardest part of being a parent? Maybe they 

could draw a cartoon showing you in typical 

parent mode.   
 

Catholic School Relief Equality 
   Congress and the President are moving quickly to 
advance additional COVID-19 relief legislation, which 
will include hundreds of millions of dollars for public 
schools. Your help is needed now in urging Congress 
to set aside an equal percentage to assist tuition-
paying families in Catholic and other religious/ inde-
pendent schools. Time is of the essence, add your 
voice today by sending your message to legislators.   
Log in and send your message:  https://www.votervoice. 
net/Broadcast Links/Qzk9hwTng904XcT54xGWJw. 

 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

   The demands of family can be so overwhelming we 
feel walking on water would be easier.  When Jesus 
was  pressured, He dismissed everyone so He could be 
"by himself and pray."  When stressed and over-
whelmed, go to a quiet place and surrender your 
pressured feelings to the Lord using Peter's prayer in 
today's Gospel:  "Lord, save me." 
 

Thoughts on Advent 
   We Catholics must brace ourselves for a second wave 
without access to public liturgy and the possibility that, 
for most of the country, our coming Advent could look a 
lot like our last Lent.  Thankfully, we will face this round 
more prepared than the last. We know the keys to being 
able to worship safely: social distancing, limited singing, 
mask-wearing, responsible reception of Communion, 
outdoor sacraments and prayer services, where possible; 
and we are better catechized and prepared to partake in 
a meaningful spiritual communion, if necessary. 
   We can find comfort in remembering that in respecting 
state and diocesan guidelines, parishes in general are 
operating from a mindset of charity and love of neighbor, 
which is our Christian duty.        OSV Editorial Board 

 

Though they come to us through ritual forms,  
the seven Sacraments are not mechanical  

processes or magical manipulations.  
The Sacraments give grace only to those  

who don't impede it.  That means we have to do  
our best to prepare for them and treat them  

for what they are:   God's masterworks;  
amazing gifts to His beloved children. 

                                    Matthew Leonard  The Bible & the Sacraments 


