
                                                                      
 

                         Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  September 27, 2020 
 

 
            

 

Painting Project at St Peter 
   In the coming days painting will begin on 
the church trim.  The morning Masses will 
not be affected.  Without your financial sup-
port this project and others, the replacement 
of the hot water heater and the renovation 
of the upstairs bathroom, could not have 
taken place, thank you. 
 

Prayer Requests & Prayer Chain 
   If you wish to have prayers said for 
someone, please contact Eileen @ 607.865. 
4154 or e-mail her @ eileen13856@yahoo. 
com. 
   If you wish to have your name included on 
our prayer chain list of pray-ers to be notified 
of a prayer request, also contact Eileen. 
 

St Peter’s Project Update 
   The upstairs Rectory bathroom project has 
been completed. Your patience and financial 
support is appreciated.  Thanks to Joe 
Cantwell and Beveridge Plumbing & Heating. 
 

Rosary Rally 
  The Rosary Rally this year will be held at the 
Veteran’s Plaza in Walton on Delaware 
Street (next to Family Dollar) on Saturday, 
October 10, at 11:50 am.   
 

Patriotic Rosary for 2020 Elections 
  You are invited to the Patriotic Rosary for 
the intentions of the 2020 elections.  We will 
begin Tuesday, September 29, at 10:15 am at 
St. John the Baptist.  For more information, 
call Jacqueline at 865.8250. 
 

My strength is my savior; 

I am confident and unafraid. 

My strength and courage is the Lord, 

and He has been my savior. 
                                            Isaiah 12:2 

 

The Humble Path 
 

   Echoing the complaint heard in last week’s read-
ings, the First Reading today again presents protests 
that God isn’t fair.  Why does He punish with death 
one who begins in virtue but falls into iniquity while 
granting life to the wicked one who turns from sin?   
This is the question that Jesus takes up in the parable 
in the Gospel. 
   The first son represents the most heinous sinners of 
Jesus’ day, tax collectors and prostitutes, who by 
their sin at first refused to serve in the Lord’s vine-
yard, the kingdom.  At the preaching of John the 
Baptist, they repented and did what was right and just. 
The second son represents Israel’s leaders, who said 
they would serve God in the vineyard, but refused to 
believe John when he told them they must produce 
good fruits as evidence of their repentance (Mt 3:8). 
   Again the readings invite us to ponder the un-
fathomable ways of God’s justice and mercy.  The 
Psalm tells us He teaches His ways only to the 
humble, and in the Epistle Paul presents Jesus as the 
model of that humility by which we come to know 
life’s true path.  Unlike Adam, the first man, who in 
his pride grasped at being God, the New Adam, Jesus, 
humbled Himself to become a slave, obedient even 
unto death on the Cross (Rom 5:14).  In this He has 
shown sinners, each one of us,  the way back to the 
Father.  We can only come to God to serve in His 
vineyard, the Church, by having that same attitude as 
Christ. 
   This is what Israel’s leaders lacked. In their 
vainglory, they presumed their superiority, that they 
had no further need to hear God’s Word or listen to 
God’s servants.  But this is the way to death, as God 
tells Ezekiel today. We are always to be emptying 
ourselves, seeking forgiveness for our sins and 
frailties, confessing on bended knee that He is Lord, 
to the glory of the Father.               Dr. Scott Hahn 
                           

I put my trust in the Word of the Lord. 

All my hope is in Him. 

 

Marriage Moments     Susan Vogt 
 

"You say, 'The Lord's way is not fair.'"  Ezekiel 18: 25 
 

   It's tempting these days to say, "Life is not 
fair!" Innocent people are dying of the 
coronavirus. Rich people often do not pay their 
fair share of taxes, etc. Marriage is also 
sometimes unfair. One partner gives more than 
the other. You may not be able to magically 
make the world fair, but you can do one 
unnecessary kindness for your beloved today. 
 

Dominican Retreat Ctr:  Celebrating Diversity  
 

Tuesdays from 7 to 8:30 pm (virtual program via Zoom) 
 

September 29 - The Experience of a Latina American 
  with Sister Ana Gonzalez, OP 
 

October 6 -  The Experience of a Native American 
  with Sister Kateri Mitchell, SSA 
 

October 13 - The Experience of Black American 
  with Colette Parker, OPA 
 

October 20 - The Experience of the LGBTQ Community 
 with Stephanie Battaglino 
 

November 3:  The experience of an Asian American 
  with Father Linh Hoang, OFM 
 

Cost: $15 each/$70 for all five.  Register:  518.393.4169. 
 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

   Jesus asked in the Gospel, “What is your 
opinion?”  Why do we think our own opinion is 
dogma or fact?  An opinion is only how we per-
ceive a situation or how we feel comfortable 
doing something.  Don’t argue over or become 
divided by ‘your opinion.’ 
 

“O Glorious Prince of the heavenly host,  
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in the battle 

and in the terrible warfare that we are waging 
against the principalities and powers, against the 

rulers of this world of darkness, against the  
evil spirits. Come to the aid of man, whom  

Almighty God created immortal, made in His  
own image and likeness, and redeemed at  
a great price from the tyranny of Satan. 

 

Faith Formation  
   Faith formation classes will resume soon.  This year, 
instead of meeting weekly in the classroom, we will 
meet once a month in the church. Please plan to 
have at least one adult from your family attend these 
monthly sessions with your students.  The first class 
will be Sunday, October 18, at the usual time (8:30 
am at St. Peter, 10 am at St. John.)   
 

Teaching Children How to Pray with Scripture, Part II 
Using Scripture:   Read from a Bible as well as have one for your 

child.  Children learn best by example.  If you are reading from it 

and regularly making time to pray with Scripture, then your child 

will have a better idea of what this sort of prayer looks like.  Make it 

a point to explain to your child what you are doing and why, 

explaining that you are reading the Word of God and listening to 

Him in your heart plants the seed that you are doing something 

different than reading the news or a novel.   

   If you use imaginative prayer with Scripture, explain how you 

imagine the scene, the sights and sounds, the people, and the 

interaction with Jesus.  If you pray with the readings from Mass or 

the Liturgy of the Hours, invite your child to read along with you.  

   Just becoming familiar with reading Scripture and silent reflection 

will help your child develop a prayerful disposition with the Bible, 

rather one of study or play.  
 

St. Michael the Archangel    James Day 

    Crisis after crisis, St. Michael the Archangel remains 
God’s warrior angel of peace. It was Michael who 
emerged from angelic obscurity to counter the 
rebellion of Lucifer and his minions. His pursuit of 
those who decried God was of loyalty, humility and 
ceaseless faith - - weapons more powerful than any-
thing Satan can summon… and not just Satan, but the 
tribulations wrought by life itself: even amid health 
crises, plagues and pandemics, the divine Godhead 
continually sent St. Michael to offer courage and hope 
to a suffering people. His enduring presence, even 
when a situation seemed dire or hopeless, reinvig-
orated the faithful to stand firm, together, and to put 
on the armor of God.  Here are a few examples 
throughout Church history when he interceded dur-ing 
times of plagues:  Rome, 590; Mexico, 1631; Gargano, 
1656. In the COVID-19 pandemic, St. Michael once 
again stands ready, eager to defend us in battle.                         


