
                                                                      
 

                           Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  October 4, 2020 
 

 
            

 

Rosary Rally Date Change 
  The Rosary Rally has been changed to Octo-
ber 17, at 11:50 am at Veteran’s Plaza in Wal-
ton on Delaware Street (next to Family $).   

 

Project Backpack 
  Items have been requested for the annual 
Project Backpack for Delaware Academy 
students in need of assistance:  • Deodorant 
• toothbrush/toothpaste • t-shirts • sweat 
pants • socks • composition notebooks • 
pencil boxes • scissors • Crayola washable 
markers (thick and thin) • colored pencils. 
   Please place your items in the box in the 
foyer at St. Peter, thank you for your help. 

 

Painting Project at St Peter 
   In the coming days painting will begin on 
the church trim.  The morning Masses will 
not be affected.  Without your financial sup-
port this project and others, the replacement 
of the hot water heater and the renovation 
of the upstairs bathroom, could not have 
taken place, thank you. 
 

Prayer Requests & Prayer Chain 
   If you wish to have prayers said for some-
one, please contact Eileen @ 607.865. 4154 

or e-mail her @ eileen13856@yahoo.com. 
   If you wish to have your name included on 
our prayer chain list of pray-ers to be notified 
of a prayer request, also contact Eileen. 
 

Snow Removal at St Peter 
   Seeking interested individual to clear walks 
for St Peter.  Contact Steve Oles at 746.3083 
for details. 

 

Lord, let the light of Your countenance. 

shine on Your servant. 
 
 

Living on the Vine   Matthew 21:33-43 
 

   In the Gospel Jesus returns to the Old Testament 
symbol of the vineyard to teach about Israel, the 
Church, and the kingdom of God.  God is the owner, 
and the house of Israel is the vineyard.  A cherished 
vine, Israel, was plucked from Egypt and transplanted 
in a fertile land specially spaded and prepared by 
God, hedg5ed about by the city walls of Jerusalem, 
watched over by the towering Temple. But the vine-
yard produced no good grapes for the wine, a symbol 
for the holy lives God wanted for His people. So God 
allowed His vineyard to be overrun by foreign 
invaders, as Isaiah foresees in the First Reading (5:1-7). 
   Jesus picks up the story where Isaiah leaves off, 
even using Isaiah’s words to describe the vineyard’s 
wine press, hedge, and watchtower.  Israel’s religious 
leaders, the tenants in His parable, have learned 
nothing from Isaiah or Israel’s past. Instead of pro-
ducing good fruits, they’ve killed the owner’s 
servants, the prophets sent to gather the harvest of 
faithful souls.  In a dark foreshadowing of His own 
crucifixion outside Jerusalem, Jesus says the tenants’ 
final outrage will be to seize the owner’s son, and to 
kill him outside the vineyard walls.  For this, the vine-
yard, which Jesus calls the kingdom of God, will be 
taken away and given to new tenants - - the leaders of 
the Church, who will produce its fruit. 
   We are each a vine in the Lord’s vineyard, grafted 
onto the true vine of Christ (John 15:1–8), called to bear 
fruits of the righteousness in Him (Philippians 1:11) and to 
be the “first fruits” of a new creation (James 1:18).  We 
need to take care that we don’t let ourselves be 
overgrown with the thorns and briers of worldly 
anxiety.  As today’s Epistle advises, we need to fill our 
hearts and minds with noble intentions and virtuous 
deeds, rejoicing always that the Lord is near. 
                           

Give Jesus not only your hands  
to serve, but your heart to love.  

Pray with absolute trust in God’s loving care for you.  
Let Him use you without consulting you.  

Let Jesus fill you with joy that  
you may preach without preaching. 

 

                                      Saint Teresa of Calcutta     
 

Voting Guidebook for Catholics 
   What the future is like affects those who are in 
the future, our children.  The same is true with how 
we vote.  How we vote impacts future generations.  
This is why it is so important to vote with a clear 
conscience. 
To help Catholics do this we created a book, Clear 
Conscience:  The Catholic Guide to Voting, a book 

that does not tell you how to vote, but helps 
Catholics form their consciences before they 

approach the voting booth.  Catholics should be 
able to individually decide what is the best way to 
vote, according to their consciences.  Order Clear 

Conscience, at $12.99.  [Also available as an eBook.] 
Ascensionpress.com or 800.376.0520. 

 

Marriage Moments     Susan Vogt 
 

"by prayer and petition ...make your requests  

known to God."  Phil. 4:6 
 

   Which of the following qualities is your be-
loved strongest in:  honesty, honor, justice, love-
liness, graciousness  ...? Be thankful, and ask your 
spouse to pray that you also may grow in this 
quality. 
 

Faith Formation  
   Faith formation classes will resume soon.  This 
year, instead of meeting weekly in the classroom, 
we will meet once a month in the church. Please 
plan to have at least one adult from your family 
attend these monthly sessions with your students.  
The first class will be Sunday, October 18, at the 
usual time (8:30 am at St. Peter, 10 am at St. John.)   
 

Teaching Children How to Pray with Scripture, Part III 
Make family time to reflect on Scripture together:  Similar 

to making personal time for prayer, praying together as a 

family is a very enriching and spiritually healthy practice. 

Granted, it may be difficult to wrangle everyone together for an 

extended period of time, but even a few minutes of prayer and 

reflection together can make all the difference. Spend time 

reflecting on stories from the gospels, asking your children to 

describe the scene, or why Jesus said or did what he did in 

that passage. Conclude by asking everyone to make a short 

prayer of petition or thanksgiving to God based on what you all 

have reflected upon together. 

Dominican Retreat Center   
 

Here are some ways to pray with annoyances: 
 

If you are focused on how someone annoys you, 
think of a characteristic that you like about them, and 
ask God to bless them. 
 

If you find yourself saying something negative about 
yourself, remember that you are precious in God’s 
sight, and God loves you just the way you are, and ask 
God to bless you. 
 

If you find that something unexpected has evolv-ed in 
the middle of your day, let go of your plan as best you 
can, be present to the need that is in front of you, 
and ask God to bless this moment. 
 

What we focus on grows. If we focus on one annoy-
ance, we are more likely to create a path for others to 
follow -- we continue to be annoyed by just about 
everything to follow.  Ask God to give you the grace 
to let go of whatever is annoying you and to bless the 
rest of your day.    

 

United in Love  Three Carmelite Saints 
 

Thursdays in October, 7 to 8:30 pm (virtual via Zoom) 
 

8th is Therese of Lisieux; 22nd is John of the Cross; 
29th is  Edith Stein 

Presenter: Victoria L. Battell 
 

Cost:  $15 each.  Register:  518.393.4169. 
 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

   Every family is visited by difficult times, which can 
unite or divide.  The hardships, which we would 
quickly reject, hold the potential to be the unifying 
ôcornerstoneõ where we drop our petti-ness and 
defenses and pull together, linked by a common 
bond and love for one another. 
 

Parenting Pointers     Susan Vogt 

   In the Catholic tradition, October is Respect Life 
Month. In addition to respecting the human lives 
that are too often dismissed as unworthy or incon-
venient (the unborn, the poor, the imprisoned, the 
handicapped, ...) this year add respect for Mother 
Earth, who is also suffering. 


