
                                                                      
 

                          Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time  October 11, 2020 
 

 
            

 

Faith Formation begins on 18th  
   The first class will be next Sunday, October 
18, at the usual time:  8:30 am at St. Peter 
and 10 am at St. John.  This year, instead of 
meeting weekly in the classroom, we will 
meet once a month in the church. Please 
plan to have at least one adult from your 
family attend these monthly sessions with 
your students.   

 

Rosary Rally Date Change 
  The Rosary Rally has been changed to Octo-
ber 17, at 11:50 am at Veteran’s Plaza in Wal-
ton on Delaware Street (next to Family $).   

 

Snow Removal at St Peter 
   Seeking interested individual to clear walks 
for St Peter.  Contact Steve Oles at 746.3083 
for details. 

 

Project Backpack 
  Items have been requested for the annual 
Project Backpack for Delaware Academy 
students:  • deodorant • toothbrush/tooth-
paste • t-shirts • sweat pants • socks • pencil 
boxes • composition notebooks • scissors • 

Crayola washable markers (thick and thin) • 

colored pencils. 
   Please place your items in the box in the 
foyer at St. Peter, thank you for your help. 
 

Voting Guidebook for Catholics 
   What the future is like affects those who 
are in the future, our children.  The same is 
true with how we vote.  How we vote im-
pacts future generations.  To help Catholics 
do this we created a book, Clear Conscience:  
The Catholic Guide to Voting, which does not 
tell you how to vote, but helps Catholics form 
their consciences voting.  Catholics should be 
able to individuallly decide what is the best 
way to vote, according to their consciences.  
Price:  $12.99.  [Also available as an eBook.] 

Ascensionpress.com or 800.376.0520. 

Dressing for the Feast   Matthew 22:1-14 
 

   God is the king, Jesus the bridegroom, the feast is 
the salvation and eternal life that Isaiah prophesies in 
the First Reading. The Israelites are those first invited 
to the feast by God’s servants, the prophets (Isaiah 7:25). 
For refusing repeated invitations and even killing His 
prophets, Israel has been punished, its city con-
quered by foreign armies. 
   Now, Jesus makes clear, God is sending new 
servants, His apostles, to call not only Israelites, but 
all people, good and bad alike, to the feast of His 
kingdom. This an image of the Church, which Jesus 
elsewhere compares to a field sown with both wheat 
and weeds, and a fishing net that catches good fish 
and bad (Matthew 13:24–43, 47–50). 
   We have all been called to this great feast of love in 
the Church, where, as Isaiah foretold, the veil that 
once separated the nations from the covenants of 
Israel has been destroyed, where the dividing wall of 
enmity has been torn down by the blood of Christ. 
   The Psalm says the Lord has led us to this feast, 
refreshing our souls in the waters of Baptism, 
spreading the table before us in the Eucharist. As 
Paul tells us in his Epistle, in the glorious riches of 
Christ, we will find supplied whatever we need. And 
in the rich food of His body, and the choice wine of 
His blood, we have a foretaste of the eternal banquet 
in the heavenly Jerusalem, when God will destroy 
death forever (Hebrews 12:22–24). 
   But are we dressed for the feast, clothed in the 
garment of righteousness (Revelation 19:8)? Not all who 
have been called will be chosen for eternal life, Jesus 
warns. Let us be sure that we’re living in a manner 
worthy of the invitation we’ve received (Ephesians 4:1).  
 Dr. Scott Hah     n 
 

The favors of the Lord are not exhausted, 

His mercies are not spent; 

They are renewed each morning, 

so great is His faithfulness. 

My portion is the Lord, says my soul; 

therefore will I hope in Him. 

                                                   Lamentations 3:22-24 

 
 

Parenting Pointers     Susan Vogt 

   Domestic Violence is all about undue use of 
power. Often it involves a man abusing a woman 
but it could also include a parent abusing a child. 
Talk to your child about the right use of power. Do 
they ever feel bullied? Check Susan‟s website, 
SusanVogt.net, for ways to respond to or avoid 
bullies. 
 

Teaching Children How to Pray with Scripture, Part IV 
Give your child prayer suggestions:  During your 

child’s prayer time, give your child suggestions for 

praying with Scripture. For younger children, you could 

suggest drawing or coloring a scene from the Bible that 

you have just read to them. Or, they can be encouraged 

to spend time with a picture Bible or other Bible 

storybook to get more familiar with the stories. Older 

children can be encouraged to use imaginative prayer 

and either draw or write about their prayer experience 

with a Scripture passage. You can encourage your child 

to write a psalm, pray a Scriptural Rosary, or write a 

letter back to God after reading a passage in the Bible.    
 

Dominican Retreat Center   
 

 

United in Love  7 to 8:30 pm (virtual via Zoom) 
 

22nd is John of the Cross; 29th is Edith Stein 
Cost:  $15 each.  Register:  518.393.4169. 

 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

   The Gospel speaks about “unworthy wedding 
guests.”  What makes a „worthy guest‟?  Presence 
and presents are not enough.  The greatest gift we 
can give is support to the couple as they voyage 
through life together because marriage naturally 
contains within it the fields of disappointment.  
Think of the weddings you have attended.  Have 
you been a „worthy guest‟? 
 

Marriage Moments     Susan Vogt 
 

   At the risk of overgeneralizing, women often 
want to go beyond logic and knowledge in 
relationships. Five things that wives want from 
their husbands are: to feel loved, understood, 
emotionally secure, that we are listening to 
them, and to feel beautiful.     Shaunti Feldhahn 

COVID-19 and Collective Trauma 
   As we make more adjustments in our lives this fall, there are 
constant reminders of how unfamiliar our world has become. 
This can lead to a vague sense of discomfort and even dread as 
we unwittingly find ourselves waiting.  We wonder what might go 
wrong next or have concerns about a second wave of COVID-19 
that hits during flu season. It may feel as though we have some 
form of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).  In a way, we do. 
   Collective trauma is the result of a community experiencing a 
traumatic event simultaneously. It is an experience that pro-
foundly affects those who live through it and in many cases 
changes the way the group or society approaches the world (i.e. 
the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001). The same can be said of 
our experience with COVID-19. While not as dramatic or violent 
as the attacks on 9/11, our society dramatically changed in the 
weeks and months that followed the first confirmed cases. We 
were forced out of our normal routines and away from our 
parishes, offices, friends and families. We felt overwhelmed, 
confused, angry and afraid. How then do we, as a community, 
heal from collective trauma? 
Process the trauma:  To heal from the collective trauma of 
COVID-19, we must first be willing to fully understand the 
impact.  We tend to downplay or ignore negative elements in our 
lives, turning instead to distraction. We keep ourselves busy with 
tasks and activities rather than allow ourselves to fully engage 
with the emotional difficulties we experience. Or are we just 
trying to fill the day and avoid dealing with the anxiety and 
depression that accompanies isolation and stress?  We must be 
willing to look at how the pandemic has specifically and directly 
impacted us. And we must be willing to accept that isolation and 
quarantines take a toll.  
Make space to grieve:  To process the toll of COVID-19, we 
must allow ourselves to grieve. One way to help acknowledge 
grief is to realize that we are not alone in our suffering. Grieving 
takes time and cannot be rushed.   
Healing:  One of the key factors in healing from collective trau-
ma is to limit media exposure. While we want to stay informed, if 
we are too engrossed in stories about COVID-19, this can 
increase stress and cause re-traumatization.  Make sure to turn 
to reliable sources for information.  
   It is also important to make sure we continue to reach out to 
others. Grief and depression lead to a tendency to withdraw, but 
we want to be able to turn to our friends, family, parish com-
munity, etc. as we process the events that have impacted us all.   
  Michael Horne 


