Immaculate Conception
Masses

December 7 Vigil ~St. Peter: 6pm*

December 8 ~ St. John: 9:30am
Holy Family: noon

* Advent Rosary Monday 4:45pm
Scripture tells us that those who seek Him will
find Him - - for where your treasure is, there your
heart will be. Enrich your Advent journey by
attending the 4:45 pm Rosary at St. Peter before
the Immaculate Conception Vigil Mass.

We prepare for Christmas by doing many world-
ly things; why not prepare by giving some of your
time with this Advent Rosary?

W - Waiting can give us time to makea |
i good decision or buy the right thing. |
i Anticipation can enhance appreci-
ation.

. I- Instant gratification is often fleeting.
: Take stock of your blessings; in :
i what you already have. i
| |

Advent Reconciliations 7 pm
14" ~ St. Peter Communal Reconciliation
15" ~ St. Peter Individual Reconciliation

21°" ~ St. John Communal Reconciliation
22" ~ st. John Individual Reconciliation

Faith Formation

The next meeting for Faith Formation will be
next Sunday, December 13, in Church:
8:30 am at St. Peter; 10 am at St. John
Topic: Advent and Christmas.
(Please plan to have at least one adult from

your family attend with your students.)

Freparc ye the way.

Second Sunday of Advent ~December 6, 2020

Straighten the Path

Our God is coming. The time of exile - - the long
separation of humankind from God due to sin - - is about to
end. This is the good news proclaimed in today’s liturgy.

Isaiah promises in the First Reading Israel's future
release and return from captivity and exile. But as the
Gospel shows, Israel’s historic deliverance was meant to
herald an even greater saving act by God: the coming of
Jesus to set Israel and all nations free from bondage to sin,
to gather them up and carry them back to God.

God sent an angel before Israel to lead them in their
exodus towards the promised land (Exodus 23:20). And He
promised to send a messenger of the covenant, Elijah, to
purify the people and turn their hearts to the Father before
the day of the Lord (Malachi 3:1, 23-24). John the Baptist quotes
these, as well as Isaiah’s prophecy, to show that all of
Israel’s history looks forward to the revelation of Jesus. In
Jesus, God has filled in the valley that divided sinful
humanity from Himself. He has reached down from heaven
and made His glory to dwell on earth (today's Psam). He has
done all this not for humanity in the abstract but for each of
us. The long history of salvation has led us to this Eucharist,
in which our God again comes and our salvation is near.
Each of us must hear in the readings a personal call. Here is
your God, Isaiah says, Peter: He has been patient with you.

Like Jerusalem’s inhabitants, we have to go out to Him,
repenting our sins, all the laziness and self-indulgence that
make our lives a spiritual wasteland. We have to straighten
out our lives so that everything we do leads us to Him.
Today, let us hear the beginning of the Gospel and again
commit ourselves to lives of holiness and devotion.

Dr. Scott Hahn

Marriage Moments  Susan Vogt
“Comf ocomf gr vet dasaiahay

Elections are over, mostly. This is a comfort to many
in the USA. But December 7 is also the commem
oration of the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Life is often a
mixture of comfort, pain, and waiting. Comfort each
otherwhen necessary.

Catholic Face Masks

Ascension masks feature authentically Catholic
symbols, and are perfect for socially-distanced events.
TKSaS Yl&ala aLINBIR GKS
word! One size fits most, fits over an N95 mask, fabric is
moisture-wicking, and is breathable, washable/reusable,
sustainable, and eco-friendly. *7.95 ascensionpress.com

Watching and Waiting

The season Advent is a time to watch and wait. |
The word Advent comes from the Latin word

adventuswhichme ans ®arri val . Make a Family Advent Wreath

four weeks we aWait' and eagerly anticipate, thé The circular wreath reminds us that God, like the circle,
celebration of Jesus -

us in Bethlehem, His first Advent. symbolize our everlasting relationship with God, the
Mary and Joseph waited and watched during thasource of continuous new life.

has no beginning and no end. Evergreens on the wreath C

am

peop

very first Advent season. They aited the birth of ~ The wreath has four candles: three purple (or violet)
Mary-s firstborn®sha,

S {and one rose. On the First Sunday the first violet candle

the Most High This child was to be name&lJ e s ¢3S lit. This Sunday and the following two Sundays an

additional candle is lit with the rose candle being lit next —

f@o r He b wi ; //7 f a V/? HM?;ry_ P Sunday. The candles remind us that the incarnation has Hi
gave rr - 0. er /"I transformed the darkness of hatred and evil into the light I
swaadling cloths and laidiHm 1 n & ma N Lofioy and love,
During Advent we prepare to celebrate Christ
mas. But Advent is also a time of waiting and Family Perspective Bud Ozar
watching for Jesus to fulfill His promise that He | i ke John the Baptist, every
will come again on the Last Daythat willbeour t he Lordo in the hearts of th
Lord-s Second Adveetldsus tmetoaskk6Do | help or hinder my
came to live and grow, to teach and heal, and to die
on the cross, suffering the penalty of death for our A Litany for Decorating the Christmas Tree
sins. At His Second Advent Jesus willcomeasthe _| t s time to trim the t
King of glory to judge the nations. for the Christ Childés

Parenting Pointers  Susan Vogt

Today is the feast day of St. Nicholas, anthis may
bring joy to children as they anticipate a treat in their
shoe. Still Advent is a time of waiting and life is often a
mixture of joy and waiting. Let Advent teach your child
to wait for good things.

Compassionate Friends Candle Lighting

Next Sunday, December 13, at 6:45 pm The Compas-
sionate Friends will observe their annual Candle Light-
ing. Due to Covid-19, the ceremony will be held online
this year via Zoom. This is a time to remember our
departed children. Anyone who has lost a child of any
age is invited to attend. Please register in advance by
going to tcfoneonta.org, click on the registration link.

Join the meeting at 6:45 pm and have on hand a photo
of your child, a small candle, and a lighter. Each family
their child, share the photo, and light the candle in
memory of their loved one. More information: Diana
Friedell, 607.433.2089 or visit www.tcfoneonta.org.

- We thank the Lord for awelling with us and
being with us in this moment.

- As we put the tree in its stand with it top
pointing heavenward,

- We thank you, dear Jesus, for coming down
from heaven above to stand on this earth on
our behalf against the powers of sin, death,
and the devil.

- As we string lights upon this tree,

-We thank you, dear Jesus, for being born to
us as the Light of the World, a Light no
darkness can overcome.

- As we place ornaments old and new on the
branches of this tree,

- We thank you, dear Jesus, for decorating
us with Your peace and joy.

- will be given an opportunity to say a few words about 3 | & -AS we wrap garland around these{

- We thank you, dear Jesus, for bawrapped
in swaddling clothes in a nganin Bethlehem
to love and save us all forevermore.


http://www.tcfoneonta.org/

