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Pray for the soul of Umberto Antonacci. 

May he rest in the peace of our Lord. 
 

Prayer around the Tree 

  Lord Jesus,  
This Christmas tree reminds us that 
Your love for us is evergreen. 
 Your mercies are ever new. 
 Your grace is ever present. 
 Your gifts of love are ever sure. 
Help us this Christmas, around this tree, 
to remember that each gift we find be-
neath these branches is a thank-offering 
for the Greatest Gift of Yourself that You 
shared with all the world on Christmas 
night, that we might be blessed with 
forgiveness, salvation, and everlasting 
life.  Amen 

 

Advent Reconciliations at 7 pm 
 

14th  St. Peter Communal Reconciliation 
 

15th  St. Peter Individual Reconciliation 
 

21st  St. John Communal Reconciliation 
 

22nd  St. John Individual Reconciliation 
 

Come, let us climb the Lord’s mountain 
to the house of the God of Jacob 

That He may instruct us in His ways, 
and we may walk in His paths. 

 
 

 

 
 

Christmas Masses 
 

Christmas Ev e Masses: 4 pm at St. John 

 6 pm at St. Peter 

 8 pm at Holy Family 

Christmas Day Masses:  9:30 am at St. Peter 

  11:15 am at St. John 
 

One Who is Coming 
 

   The mysterious figure of John the Baptist comes into 

sharper focus today.  Who he is, we see in the Gospel, is 

best understood by who he isn’t:   

   He is not Elijah returned from the heavens (2 Kings 2:11), 

although like him, he dresses in the prophet’s attire (2 Kings 

1:8) and preaches repentance and judgment (1 Kings 18: 21);  

   He is not Elijah in the flesh, John is nonetheless sent in 

the spirit and power of Elijah to fulfill his mission { Mal 3:23ï

24);  

   Neither is he the prophet Moses foretold, although he is 

a kinsman and speaks God’s word (Deu 8:15ï19; John 6:14);  

   Nor is John the Messiah, though he has been anointed 

by the Spirit since he was in the womb (Luke 1:15, 44).   

   John prepares the way for the Lord (Isaiah 40:3). The 

baptism he performs is symbolic, not sacramental. It is a 

sign given to stir our hearts to repentance.  John shows us 

the One upon whom the Spirit remains (John 1:32), the One 

who fulfills the promise we hear in the First Reading. 

Jesus’ bath of rebirth and the Spirit opens a fountain that 

purifies Israel and gives to all a new heart and a new 

Spirit (Zech 13:1ï3; Ez 36:24ï27; Mark 1:8; Titus 3:5). 

   John comes to us in these Advent readings to show us 

the light that we might believe in the One who comes at 

Christmas. And we sing:  “the Mighty One has come to lift 

each of us up, to fill our hunger with bread from heaven.”  

Paul exhorts in his Epistle, we should rejoice, give thanks, 

and pray without ceasing that God will make us perfectly 

holy in spirit, soul, and body  that we may be blameless 

when our Lord comes.       Dr. Scott Hahn  
 

Marriage Moments     Susan Vogt 

άwŜƧƻƛŎŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΦ tǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎŜŀǎƛƴƎΦ  
In all circumstances give ǘƘŀƴƪǎΦέ  I Thess 5:16 

 
 

   Impossible you say!  Okay, how about choosing one 

thing that gives you joy, say one prayer, and be thank-

ful for one thing today.  Share. 
 

 

W - Waiting can give us time to make a good  
 decision or buy the right thing. 

 A -  Anticipation can enhance appreciation. 

  I -  Instant gratification is often fleeting. 

 T - Take stock of your blessings; in what you  
 already have. 
 

 

Lectio Divina 
 

   During these last weeks of Advent, why not 
take some time to delve deeper into the Sunday 
(and/or weekday) readings to enrich your journey 
by taking a closer look at Scripture.  Lectio Divina 
(Latin for ¬divine reading) has four steps: 

1. Lectio (read):  Take your time and read a 
passage (even just a verse).  Get a sense of 
what is it saying.  Read it a second time.  
Listen for any words or phrases that strike 
you, and listen to your heart. 
 

2. Meditatio (reflect):  Read it again s-l-o-w-l-y.  
As you pause on each word or phrase that 
jumps out to you, take time to consider what 
the word, phrase, or passage means, 
particularly in your life right now. 
 

3. Oratio (respond):  Read the passage again ¤ 
slowly.  Now consider how God has spoken 
to you in this passage and respond back to 
God.  You may want to consider how this 
passage is asking you to act or speak 
differently. 
 

4. Contemplatio (remain):  Now take some time 
to simply remain, rest in the presence of God. 

 

Read ()  Reflect (mind)  Respond (spirit)  Rest (body) 
 

Parenting Pointers     Susan Vogt 
 

   The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is a Marian 
feast has a message for all humanity. Mary appeared 

to Juan Diego in the clothing and look of a Mexican 

woman. It reminds us that God often comes through 
people we can identify with. Having trouble getting a 

message across to your kids? Try tuning into their 

world, their needs. 
 

Catholic Christmas Gifts 
   Cedar House loves connecting customers with religi-
ous orders and small businesses that offer unique, 
high-quality Catholic items, and they are so excited 
this season of giving!  Take a look at the Cedar House 
Gift Guide to find truly Catholic gifts that your loved 
ones will cherishΧ pƭǳǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
amazing people that make them (with free shipping 
on orders 

$
50 and over!)  cedarhouse.co/Christmas 

Prayer in Advent 
    Advent  is a season of waiting and hope for light to be 
born into the darkness. Waiting can be really hard, and we 
can become impatient. Waiting can also be a time of rich 
reflection as we enter into a stance of hopeful expectation.  
Here are some suggestions on praying during this time of 
waiting (from the sisters at the Dominican Retreat Center): 
 

ē Use an advent calendar and or advent wreath to 
 mark time through this season of waiting. 
 

ē Each day, be a spark of light for someone who 
 is struggling at this time with some small act of 
 kindness. 
 

ē Pray for all those waiting for the results of medi- 
 cal tests, waiting to hear about a job, waiting to 

receive food, etc. 
 

ē Pray for all expectant parents. 
 

ē Pray for all who are impatient at this time for 
 whatever reason. 
 

ē "Maranatha"  means "Come Lord".  Use it as a  
 mantra through these coming weeks or create 
 your very own. 

 

Critical Catholic Schools Emergency Aid Alert  
   As a COVID-19 aid package begins to take shape in Congress, it is 
critical that Catholic schools get relief. Already some 160 Catholic 
schools have permanently closed, in part due to the pandemic. Another 
10 percent of Catholic schools across the country are at risk.   
   The USCCB is requesting that Congress include the School Choice 
Now Act in COVID relief legislation, and that our schools get their fair, 
proportionate amount of school relief funds.  Please take time to go to 
https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/Campaigns/78557/Respond to send 
your pre-written message today!  
 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

   The question put to Jesus in the Gospel today is also put 

to us:  Are you the one?ó  Are you the one who will give 

guidance to the children in your life OR must they look to 

tv sitcoms, films, videos, music lyrics, and/or the internet 

for direction?  Are you the one?  Will you be the one? 
 

Catholic Face Masks for  
   Ascension masks feature Catholic symbols, and are perfect 
for socially-distanced events.  These masks spread the Faith 
ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ŀ ǿƻǊŘΗ  hƴŜ ǎƛȊŜ fits over N95 masks, 
is moisture-wicking, breathable, washable/reusable, 
sustainable, & eco-friendly.  $7.95 at ascensionpress.com 
 


