
                                                                      
 

                                    Fourth Sunday of Advent  December 20, 2020 
 

 
            

 

Advent Reconciliations at 7 pm 
 

21st  St. John Communal Reconciliation 
 

22nd  St. John Individual Reconciliation 
 

No Daily Masses This Week 
 

There will be no 8 or 9:30 am Masses 
on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

 

Lectio Divina 
 

   During this Advent and Christmas season, 
why not devote time to delve deeper into the 
weekly readings listed on our bulletin back 
cover.  Enrich this special time in the Church 
year by taking a closer look at Scripture.  Lectio 
Divina (Latin: ‘divine reading’) has four steps: 
Read ()  Reflect (mind)  Respond (spirit)  Rest (body) 

 

1. Lectio (read):  Take your time and read a 
passage (even just a verse).  Get a sense 
of what is it saying.  Read it a second 
time.  Listen for any words or phrases 
that strike you, and listen to your heart. 

2. Meditatio (reflect):  Read it a second or 
third time s-l-o-w-l-y.  As you pause on 
each word or phrase that jumps out to 
you, take time to consider what the word, 
phrase, or passage means, particularly in 
your life right now. 

3. Oratio (respond):  Read the passage again 
… slowly.  Now consider how God has 
spoken to you in this passage and re-
spond back to God. You may want to con-
sider how this passage is asking you to 
act or speak differently. 

4. Contemplatio (remain):  Now take some 
time to simply remain, rest in the pres-
ence of God. 

 

Catholic Face Masks for $7.95 
   Ascension masks feature Catholic symbols, and 
are perfect for socially-distanced events.  These 
masks spread the Faith even if you don’t say a 
word!  One size fits over N95 masks, is moisture-
wicking, breathable, washable/reusable, sustain-
able, & eco-friendly.   Order:  ascensionpress.com. 

One Who is Coming 
 

    What is announced to Mary in ųɔŦ±̃ȡ Gospel is the 

revelation of all that the prophets had spoken.  It is, as 
Paul declares his Epistle, the mystery kept secret since 

before the foundation of the world (Eph 1:9; 3:3ï9).  Mary is 
the virgin prophesied to bear a son of the house of 

David (Isaiah 7:13ï14). And nearly every word the angel 
speaks to her today evokes and echoes the long history 

of salvation recorded in the Bible.   
    Mary is hailed as the ̄|"ɔôĊȺ±ȉ ŝ±ȉɔȡ"Ŵ±ƌˮ̅ called to 

rejoice that her king, the Lord God, has come into her 
midst as a mighty savior (Zeph 3:14ï17).  The One whom 

Ƌ"ȉʲ Ĝȡ Ⱥƶ b±"ȉ ʞĜŴŴ b± ȠƶƖ ƶí ̄ȺĊ± ƋƶȡȺ ĉĜôĊ̅ - - an 
ancient divine title first used to describe the God of the 

priest-king Melchizedek, who brought out bread and 
wine to bless Abraham at the dawn of salvation history.   

    He will fulfill the covenant God makes with His chosen 
one, David, in the First Reading.  As we sing in Psalm 89:  

He will reign forever as highest of the kings of the earth, 
and He will call God ̄ƌʲ ì"ȺĊ±ȉ˱̅  As Daniel saw the 

Most High grant everlasting dominion to the Son of 
Man, His kingdom will have no end.  He is to rule over the 

house of Jacob, the title God used in making His covenant 
with Israel at Sinai, and again used in promising that all 

nations would worship the God of Jacob. 
    Jesus has been made known, Paul says, to bring all 

nations to the obedience of faith. We are called with 
Mary today to marvel at all that the Lord has done 

throughout the ages for our salvation. And we too must 
respond to this annunciation with humble obedience - - 

that His will be done, that our lives be lived according to 
His word.                                     Dr. Scott Hahn  
 

Parenting Pointers     Susan Vogt 
 

   Christmas is five days away. It is hard to keep wait-
ing. How do you teach a child to wait for something 

good, to delay gratification? Model it yourself. Find a 

subtle way to show your child you are waiting for 
something:   food, a purchase, an experience. 

 

Catholic Christmas Gifts 
   Cedar House loves connecting customers with religi-
ous orders and small businesses that offer unique, 
high-quality Catholic items.  Take a look at the Cedar  
Gift Guide to find gifts that your loved ones will cherish 
… plus you’ll be supporting the amazing people that 
make them (with free shipping on orders 

$
50 and over!)   

cedarhouse.co/Christmas 

The Gift of You 
    The holiday season means we get inundated 
with ads to "buy this, buy more ," but gifts are so 
much more than items!   Small acts of kindness 
can be a prayer - - a gift to another.  
 

    Here are some more ways to pray with gifts : 
 

Ask God to show you who needs the gift of your 
time ð your undivided attention. Spend time with 
that person physically (if they are someone you 
live with), on the phone, or on Facetime or Zoom.  
 

Spend some time in prayer reflecting  on the gifts 
God has given you :  are you a good baker? are you 
good at organizing? are you good at making 
people feel comfortable? do you have a good sense 
of humor? do you knit or build things out of wood? 
How can the gift God has given you become a 
prayer and a gift for someone else?  
 

Are there people in your life who do not need one 
more thing? Honor them with a donation in their 
name to a cause that speaks to who they are. 
Allow it to be a prayer both for those who you are 
honoring and those you are helping.  
 

    May the gift of who you are be exactly the 
prayer s omeone needs to receive this day!  
 

 (Dominican Retreat Center) 
 

Catholic Schools Emergency Aid Alert 
   As a COVID-19 aid package begins to take shape in Congress, it 
is critical that Catholic schools get relief. Already some 160 
Catholic schools have permanently closed, in part due to the 
pandemic. Another 10 percent of Catholic schools across the coun-
try are at risk.   
   The USCCB is requesting that Congress include the School 
Choice Now Act in COVID relief legislation, and that our schools 
get their fair, proportionate amount of school relief funds.  Please 
take time to go to https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/Campaigns/ 
78557/Respond to send your pre-written message today.  

 
 

Mass for the Holy Day ~ 
Mary, Holy Mother of God 

 

 Thursday,  December  31,  Vigil  Mass at 

St. Peter at 6 pm 

 Friday, January 1:  9:30 am at St. John 
  noon at Holy Family 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Masses 
 

Christmas Ev e Masses: 4 pm at St. John 

 6 pm at St. Peter 

 8 pm at Holy Family 

Christmas Day Masses: 9:30 am at St. Peter 

 11:15 am at St. John 
 

 

Family Perspective       Bud Ozar 

   The child born to Joseph and Mary was named Em-

manuel, which means òGod is with us.ó  Every child 

reminds us òGod is with us.ó  Children are signs of Godõs 
continuing presence in our lives. 
 

Saying òYesó to God 
    The will of God is to make each of us ñfull of grace,ò just like 

Mary.  A wonderfully appropriate Scripture passage for Ad-

vent, the Annunciation (Luke 1:26-38) is a part of the Christmas 

story. 

    Christ became human because Mary was willing to yield to 

ñthe power of the Most High.ò  Without Maryôs assent at the 

Annunciation, Godôs plan for the Incarnation would have had 

to unfold another way.  Maryôs cooperation was essential, for 

God does not force His creature to bend to His will.  Rather, 

we are invited to cooperate with grace. 

    Mary serves as a model for each of us who have also been 

invited to cooperate with Godôs transforming presence.  Christ 

can only be born in us if we, like Mary, are willing to say ñYesò 

to Godôs invitation and open ourself to the life-giving power of 

the Holy Spirit.  When Mary said ñYesò to God, Christmas 

became possible.  She agreed to bear Jesus in her womb.  

    During Advent, each one of us needs to be able to say our 

own ñYesò to God as we prepare to celebrate Christmas - - 

and hear Jesus in our hearts. 
 

 

Faith Formation  
 

     The next meeting for Faith Formation will be on 
     January 10 in Church:   
 

8:30 am at St. Peter; 10 am at St. John 
 

Topic:  The Beatitudes; Sacrament Spotlight:  Marriage 

https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/Campaigns/

